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?fﬁtﬁéiin‘i‘? AP blmbang ramai anak
Bifé‘ﬂi’at?f? da jadi pe '--<ag1h nikotin

KnaJaLumpanihakBetkum
Peranti Perubatan (MDA) Ko-

hatke_san membantu mencipta _ Presidennya, Dr R Murugan
e nikotin dalam genera- Rai, berlmta Mentm'i Kesihatan,
" katanya. ; Dr Zaliha Mustafa sudah mem-
kerana, kebanyakan beri

# "ﬂiita ndak.kita athau’bersetqiudenganfnense
mungﬁnperlume- cualian tumasihba]umngg_k ;

bakaudanMerokokzozzbelum
ygns dlluluskan.

kqpad'nm tmmmrgda L need
n ndapal

i ibu bapa, Re- gzber}kan tidak boleh diterima.
4 ‘ : . Sepatutnya kerajaan tungeu satu
: ~ “Penghisap vape 2l sebahagian atauduabulansajalaginn?uk
pﬂmknya perhpalauarmenﬂak- NVS(MHW *bmarmakhunatma— RUU ini dan di-
ﬁn)amd} wa dapat wang dari- e g ‘ngenarvapeﬂaue-m- lutuskan terlehlh dulu sebelum
5 knkdarlpadamsdiasosial. ka-- meneruskan pengecualian niko-
' tin daripada Akta Racun,” ka-

ibu negara, Persatuan Pem membawa kepada ke

batan Malaysia (MMA) berpan- "Mengecualikannya darrpada
dangan kerajaan boleh menung- ~ Senarai bahan ferkawal mengi-
gu Rang Undang-Undang (RUU) kut Akta Racun bermakna mem-
Kawalan Merokok dan Hasil benarkan mana-mana vape, yang
Tembakau 2022 dibentang terle- Mengandungi nikotin dan bukan
bih dulu sebelum ambil langkah nikotin, dijual secara terbuka
{nedai' mbﬂt bagi generasi muda akan kontroversi mengecualikan niko- dan sah kepada sesiapa sahaja,”

datangkemnavapedanemknk ﬁnmm,a. daAktaBapm katanya.

-

12. pr01 ek fasl-

htikss:hatnndxsemﬁl?ijmm, I
d;kenalpasﬂsebagm‘pmjeksa.
- berikutan pembinaannya

; gtupﬁ%i:knﬂkhrafﬁesﬁial’-
\par pembinaan Hospital !
S

angkaan i
Katanya, kelewatan proses “Oleh itu, kita akan terus men-
pembinaan Hospital Papar ada- jalankan pemantauan dan per-

lah 11.72 peratus atau lewat 89
hari berbanding jadual; Hospital
Beaufort sebanyak 45.97 peratus
(553 hari), manakala Klinik Ee-
sihatan Sikuati 87.12 peratus (271
hari).

Mengenai tinjauan’ ke tapak
projek naik taraf Hospital Papar
semalam, beliau memaklumkan,
projek berkenaan yang bermula
pada 23 Mei 2017 mengalami ke-
lewatan, namun dijangka dapat
dipulih dan disiapkan pada peng-

bincangan. akan dilakukan de-
ngan JKR, kontraktor dan be-
berapa pihak berkepentingan
lain untuk kita lihat bagaimana
boleh terus memacu projek ini,”
katanya selepas melawat tapak
projek itu, semalam.

Projek naik taraf hospital ber-
kenaan diluluskan dengan kos
RM98.5 juta, membabitkan pem-
binaan wad dengan pertambahan
84 katil merangkumi wad pedi-
atrik, wad wanita dan lelaki.

Dr Zaliha (tengah) memb_uclt lawatan ke tapak projek naik taraf Hospital Papar, semalan.

(Foto Mohd Adam Artinin/BH)
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_ Usah biar ‘tingkap kecil’
cipta penagih baharu vape

Bel dapati banyak pihak resali apabila Menteri Kesi-
. -ha%&% mmnnlﬁaﬂgaagm a% ﬂé‘iigfm

yatah lagi babitkan ketagihan kalangan remaja. -

| Usah ambil mudah implikasi ‘tingkap kecil’ terbuka akibat
 tindakan yang sepatutnya boleh ditangguh kerana Lembaga
Rac ‘bawah KKM sendiri tak bersetuju. Belalang musykil .
‘mengapa tidak ambil kira pandangan pakar di bawahnya dan

ang taruh kesihatan sedangkan ia babitkan nyawa serta
n rakyat terutama remaja. 2

alang minta kerajaan terutama Kementerian Kesihatan,

ki
B

pastikan kelompongan tidak bawa padah hingga cipta ‘pe-
" hagih’ baharu sementara nanti Rang Undang-Undang (RUU)

?!{ainéﬁﬁﬂfﬁh ‘Pendidikan dan Kementerian Belia dan Sukan

- Kawalan Produk Tembakau dan Merokok dibentangkan Mei
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KKM kenal pasti 12 projek ‘sakit’

Papar Kementerian Kesi-
hatan Malaysia (KKM) su-
dah mengenal pasti 12
projek ‘sakit'’ membabitkan
fasiliti kesihatan yang di-
kenal pasti di seluruh ne-
gara.

Menteri Kesihatan Dr Za-
liha Mustafa berkata, di ne-
geri Sabah, terdapat tiga fa-
siliti kesihatan yang dika-
tegorikan sebagai projek sa-
kit iaitu Hospital Papar,
Hospital Beaufort dan Klinik
Kesihatan Sikuati, Kudat.

Menurutnya, kelewatan
proses pelaksanaan pembi-
naan Hospital Papar adalah
sebanyak 11.72 peratus (89
hari); Hospital Beaufort se-
banyak 45.97 peratus (553
hari) manakala Klinik Ke-
sihatan Sikuati sebanyak
37.12 peratus (271 hari).

“Projek naik taraf Hospi-
tal Papar sepatutnya ber-
mua 23 Mei 2017 namun me-
ngalami kelewatan. Namun
ia dijangka dapat dipulihkan
dan disiapkan penghujung

tahun ini dan mula bero-
perasi Mac tahun hadapan.

“Kita sudah mendapat
taldimat daripada Jabatan
Kerja Raya (JKR) apakah ma-
salah dan kekangan yang di-
hadapi dan kita kategorikan
sebagai projek sakit.

“Kita lihat perkemba-
ngannya (proses pembinaan
naik taraf Hospital Papar)
pada masa kini adalah se-
banyak 62 peratus dan ia
terbelakang sedikit dari-
pada jangkaan kita iaitu se-
banyak.70 peratus.

“Oleh itu, kita akan terus
menjalankan pemantauan
dan perbincangan akan di-
lakukan di antara KKM, JKR,
kontraktor dan beberapa pi-
hak berkepentingan lain un-
tuk kita lihat bagaimana bo-
leh terus memacu projek
ini,” katanya ketika ditemui
pada sesi lawatan ke tapak
projek naik taraf Hospital
Papar, di sini, semalam.

Turut hadir, Menteri Di
Jabatan Perdana Menteri

(Hal Ehwal Sabah, Sarawak
Dan Tugas-Tugas Khas), Da-
tuk Armizan Mohd Ali,
Menteri Pembangunan Ma-
syarakat Dan Kesejahteraan
Rakyat, Datuk James Ratib,

Timbalan Ketua Pengarah
Kesihatan (Kesihatan
Awam) KKM, Datuk Dr No-
rhayati Rusli dan Pengarah
Kesihatan Negeri Sabah
{JKINS), Datuk Dr Rose Nani
Mudin.

Dalam pada itu, Dr Zaliha
juga turut menjelaskan an-
tara faktor kelewatan projek
naik taraf Hospital Papar
yang dikenal pasti di mana
antaranya pandemik Co-
vid-19 menyebabkan projek
tertangguh selama tiga ta-
hun.

“Selain itu, antara faktor
lain yang dikenal pasti ber-
kemungkinan dari sudut pe-
nyediaan pekerja oleh kon-
traktor dan bahan (untuk
pembinaan bangunan hos-
pital) yang menyebabkan
pelaksanaan projek ini le-
wat,” katanya,

Dr Zaliha turut menjelas-
kan projek itu diluluskan de-
ngan kos sebanyak RMo8.5
juta membabitkan pembi-
naan wad dengan pertam-
bahan 84 katil yang merang-
kumi wad pediatrik, wad
wanita dan lelaki.

Selain itu, perkhidmatan
vang bakal disediakan ke-
pada pesakit termasuk ke-
cemasan dan trauma, pe-
ngimejan (x-ray), farmasi
satelit, dewan pembedahan
dan jabatan serta perkhid-
matan lain berkaitan.

Katanya, keseluruhan ka-
pasiti katil bagi Hospital Pa-
par akan meningkat kepada
161 katil apabila projek ini
siap.
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Ikan buntal: Sec ‘
lagi meninggal dunia

Seorang

Oleh ADNAN IBRAHIM.

utusannews@mediamulia com my

KLUANG: Kehilangan dua insan
tersayang dalam tempoh 14 hari
bukanlah sesuatu yang mudah
untuk dihadapi apatah lagi ha-
nya kerana berpunca daripada
kesilapan pemakanan,

Malah, khabar duka yang di-
terima oleh Ng Ai Lee, 51, kira-
kira pukul 6.30 pagi semalam
dianggap sebagai satu mimpi
kerana baru kelmarin bapanya,
Eng Kuai Sin@ Ng Chuan Sing,
84, dalam keadaan sihat dan
masih boleh mengenalinya serta
berbual mesra.

Ujarnya, bapanyajuga sempat
bertanyakan tentang keadaan
ibunya, namun dia terpaksa
mengatakan ibu sedang berehat
di rumah kerana bimbang boleh
menyebabkan pemikiran dan
kesihatan terganggu.

“Memang tidak dinafikan ba-
hawa kematian akan berlaku ke-
pada semua, tapi apa yang me-
nyentuh hati adalah puncanya
daripada pemakanan yang se-
cara asasnya tidak boleh dima-
Ian,” katanya semalam.

Kuai Sin yang dirawat di Unit
Rawatan Rapi (ICU) Hospital
Enche’ Besar Hajjah Kalsom
(HEBHK), di sini akibat keracu-
nan selepas makan ikan buntal
bersama isterinya pada bulan
lalu, meninggal dunia semalam
menjadikan dia mangsa kedua
maut akibat memakan ikan bun-
tal yang sama.

Pada 25 Mac lalu, isteri
Kuai Sin, Lim Siew Guan, 83,
maut selepas “beberapa jam

%

menikmati ikan buntal yang
digoreng itu.

Menurut Ai Lee, ibu bapanya
yang menetap di Kampung Cha-
mek, Paloh, Kluang. membeli
ikan buntal itu daripada seorang
peniaga secara dalam talian se-
belum dihantar ke rumah pa-
sangan itu.

Sehubungan itu, dia berharap
Kementerian Kesihatan dan
Lembaga Kemajuan ITkan Ma-
laysia (LKIM) menguatkuasakan
Seksyen 13a Akta Makanan yang
secara jelas melarang menjual

ENG Kuai Sin (kanan) dan Lim Siew Guan (kiri) maut selepas keracunan
memakan ikan buntal yang dimasak pada 25 Mac lalu.

atau menyediakan bahan ma-
kanan yang tidak sesuai dima-
kan oleh manusia.

“Untuk tidak menjadikan
perkara serupa berlaku kepada
keluarga atau orang lain, akta
ini perlu dikuatkuasakan kerana
kehilangan ahli keluarga seperti
dihadapi saya amat berat untuk
ditanggung.

“Kami juga menggesa Pejabat
Kesihatan Daerah Kluang (PKD)
dapat memberikan jawapan
segera hasil siasatan mereka”

katanya.

09 APRIL 2023
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12 projek sakit KKM seluruh negara

PAPAR — Kementerian Kesiha-
tan (KKM) mengenal pasti 12 pro-
jek sakit membabitkan hospital
serta klinik kesihatan di seluruh
negara.

Menteri Kesihatan, Dr. Zaliha
Mustafa berkata, jumlah itu ter-
masuk tiga projek di Sabah iaitu
projek menaik taraf Hospital Pa-
par, Hospital Beaufort dan Klinik
Kesihatan Sikuati, manakala se-
lebihnya di Semenanjung.

“Seperti projek naik taraf
Hospital Papar ini, ia adalah
bukti kerajaan sentiasa komi-
ted untuk meningkatkan kualiti
perkhidmatan kesihatan demi
kesejahteraan rakyat di negeri ini
khususnya bagi daerah Papar.

“Pembinaan bangunan ba-
haru Hospital Papar ini akan

dapat membantu lebih 100,000
penduduk di daerah ini serta ka-
wasan sekitar bagi mendapatkan
rawatan dan perkhidmatan kesi-
hatan terbaik dan lebih selesa.

"Projek ini mula dilaksana-
kan sejak 23 Mei 2017, namun
mengalami kelewatan ekoran
pandemik Covid-19, penyediaan
tenaga kerja dan kekurangan ma-
terial.

"Bagaimanapun, pembinaan
bangunan ini dijangka siap sepe-
nuhnya pada hujung tahun ini
dan akan mula beroperasi pada
Mac 2024 katanya selepas me-
ngadakan lawatan kerja ke Hos-
pital Papar di sini semalam,

Turut hadir Menteri Di Jabatan
Perdana Menteri (Hal Ehwal Sa-
bah, Sarawak Dan Tugas-Tugas

Khas), Datuk Armizan bin Mohd
Ali; Timbalan Ketua Pengarah
Kesihatan (Kesihatan Awam),
Datuk Dr. Norhayati Rusli dan Pe-
ngarah Kesihatan Sabah, Datuk
Dr Rose Nani Mudin.

Mengulas lanjut, Zaliha me-
maklumkan, projek menaik taraf
Hospital Papar diluluskan de-
ngan kos sebanyak RM98.5 juta
melibatkan pembinaan wad de-
ngan pertambahan 84 katil yang
merangkumi wad pediatrik, wad
wanita dan lelaki.

Menurutnya, perkhidmatan
vang bakal disediakan kepada
pesakit termasuk kecemasan
dan trauma, pengimejan (X-ray),
farmasi satelit, dewan pembeda-
han dan beberapa perkhidmatan
lain yang berkaitan.

09 APRIL 2023
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Segera

_bersalah ke mahkamah.

Keluarga mangsa -

mahu penjual ikan

buntal dihadapkan
ke mahkamah

AMIN

Oleh NOR AZURA MD
KLUANG

: SINAR AHAD
MUKA SURAT :
: NASIONAL

31

“Seksyen 13A Akta Makanan
daripada KKM dan PU. 104

~LKIM secara jelas melarang
menjual atau menyediakan ba-
han makanan yang tidak sesuai

dimakan oleh manusia.

“la untuk mengelak perkara’
- ini berulang kepada keluarga

atau orang lain. Akta ini periu
dikuatkuasakan kerana ke-
hilangan ahli keluarga akibat

~ tragedi ini amat berat untuk di-'

tanggung,” katanya.

eluarga pa- £ 2 %
sangrgn war- | TRAGEDI IKAN | khabar duka mengenai
gaemas yang BUNTAL Eemerqlan ayahnya,

aut selepas
makan ikan buntal 3
goreng berharap pihak berkuasa
mengambil tindakan undang-
undang tegas terhadap penjual -
dan pembekal ikan beracun itu.

Anakmangsa, Ng Ai Lee, 51,

berkata, pihak Kementerian
Kesihatan Malaysia (KKM) dan
Lembaga Kemajuan lkan
Malaysia (LKIM) perlu me-
nguatkuasakan akta sedia ada
serta mengheret mereka yang

ng Kuai Sin@ Ng
Chuan Sing, 84, di-
terima kira-kira jam 6.30 pagi
Sabtu, dianggap sebagai mimpi

kerana pada Jumaat, I%wa\'

dalam keadaan sihat selai
sih boleh mengenali ahli ke-
Iuarga dan berbual mesra.

Ai Lee berkata, ayahnya{uga

~ sempat bartaﬁyakan tentang

* keadaan ibunya, namun dia ter-
paksa mengatakan sedang ‘be-
rehat’ di rumah kerana‘bnmbang

itkuas:

Menurut Ai Lee,

boleh menyebabkén pemtk]ran "

dan kesihatannya ferganggu.

Ai Lee turut menggesa
Pejabat Kesihatan Daerah
Kiuang (PKD) dapat memberi-
kan jawapan segera hasil
_siasatan yang dilakukan.

‘Pada 28 Mac lalu, media

melaporkan seorang wanita
warga emas berusia 83 tahun

maut, sementara suaminya di-

masukkan ke unit rawatan rapi

(ICU) akibat mengalami ke-

racunan selepas menikmati
hndmganikanbuntaldrlﬂuang :

tengah hari 25 Mac lalu.
. Sementara itu, Exco

= Kesmatan dan Pegpaduandohbr

Ling Tian Soon berkata, men-
diang sebelum itu itu dirawat di

 ICU Hospital Enche’ Besar
“Hajjah Kalsom, Kiuang.

“Pesakit dipindahkan ke
Wad Perubatan pada 5 April da-
F:m kﬁ;fadaan sedar dengmtnn-

a vital pesakit stabil. -

“Namun, pesakit masih per- *

lu bernafas dengan bantuan ala’f

pernafasan dan dlbe:l makanan ba
: Tnslaiui ﬁtlb b ’

#Padaa April sekitar jam 5.20
gi, pesakit telah dikesan da-
1 tidak responsif dan

1 kecemasan telah diberi-
s¢rta~rnerta derrgan

'kehadnran pegawai perubatan

selama 30 minit sebelum di-
isytiharkan menmggal dunia jam
6.20 pagi,” katanya menerusi
kenyataan pada Sabtu.
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REMOVAL FROM POISONS ACT 1952's LIST

MMA: MINISTER

SAID IT

AS

NOT IDEAL

Association finds
Dr Zaliha's account
of govt’s nicotine
decision
unacceptable

™ EALTH Minister Dr Za-
liha Mustafa had ac-
knowledged to the
. Malaysian Medical As-
saciation {MMA) that the govern-
ment's decision to exempt nico-
tine from the Poisons Act 1952's
list to tax vape liquids was “not an
ideal scenario” as the bill to reg-
ulate the sale of smoking prod-
ucts has not been passed.

Its president, Dr Muruga Raj
Rajathurai, said Dr Zaliha made
this admission at a meeting with
MMA on April 6, where she re-
vealed that she signed off on the
exemption with a “heavy heart”.

The meeting, held to explain
the government’s stance on the
matter, was also attended by the
Malaysian Pharmacists Society,
National Cancer Society of
Malaysia, Malaysian Council for
Tobacco Control and ministry of-
ficials.

MMA found the minister's ex-
planation on the matter to be un-
acceptable, Dr Muruga said.

He argued that the government
could have waited one or two
more months for the Control of

Tobacco Products and Smoking !

Bill 2022 to be tabled and passed
be!’gre proceeding with the ex-
th concerns must come
above all. The government must
‘be accountable for this dbdsion.
‘hesaidon

'medecislunto exdude;ﬂco-

tu;efmmthe]istmeamrhﬂwpe i

quuids and gels, regardless of

their nicotine content, can be
legally and openly sold to any-
one, including children.

Dr Muruga said the government.
needed to demonstrate its com- |

mitment to the Generational
Endgame Policy, which aims to
prevent the sale and use of all
smoking materials, including
electronic cigarettes to people
born after Jan 1, 2007.

He said Malaysia could not af-
ford to delay tackling the problem
of increasing addiction to vaping.

“All the tax revenue collected

-from the vape industry might not

even be enough to pay for the
medical costs to treat health is-
sues caused by vape addiction.”

On April 1, the ministry pub-
lished a gazette notice stating
that nicotine-laced liquids and
gel.;l;sedtg :&dwettesandme
products been granted ex-
emption from poisons control.

Following this, the Malaysian
Council for Tebacco Control ac-
cused Dr Zaliha of using her min-
isterial authority to overrule the
Poisons Board, which had voted
against exempting nicotine from
the Poisons Act.

-

“SICK’ PROJECT

The new Papar Huspim! was to have been camp!eted in 3021. PIC BY MOHD ADAM ARININ

New Papar Hospital to be completed by year end

PAPAR: The long-awaited new Pa-
par Hospital will be completed by
year end, Health Minister Dr Za-
liha Mustafa said. -

The construction of the four-
storey hospital was announced in
2017, and it was to be completed
by 2021.

However, it faced delays dueto
issues with contractors, as well as
the impact of Covid-19.

“As a result, it was categorised
as a ‘sick project' " Dr Zaliha said
after visiting the construction
site here yesterday.

She said the project was at the
62 per cent stage, behind the tar-
geted 70 per cent.

She also said the cost of the
project had increased from the
initial RM84 million due to rising
material prices.

Dr Zaliha said it would take
a f:]w months to staff the hos-
pit

She added that there were 12
projects nationwide under the
ministry categorised as “sick”.

These include Papar Hospital,
Beaufort Hospital, and Sikuati

‘health clinic in Kudat.

Eatlier, Dr Zaliha wvisited the
Luyang and Kinarut health clin-
ics.

She is expected to visit Sabah
Women and Children’s Hospi-
tal in Likas.

Present during the visit to Pa-
par Hospital were Sabah Sarawak
Affairs Minister Datuk Armizan
Mohd Ali, Sabah Community De-
velopment and People’s Wellbe-
ing Minister Datuk James Ratib,
and State Health Director Datuk
Dr Rose Nani Mudin.

Control nic.o.tiné; addiction,

KUALA LUMPUR: The Malaysian
Council for Tobacco Control
(MCTC) wants the government to
take proactive measures to con-
trol nicotine addiction among
Malaysians.

This came in response to the
recent amendment tothe Poisons
Act 1952, which legalised nico-
tine-laced products, overruling
the decision of the Poisons
Board.

Yesterday, MCTC chairman Dr
Murallitharan. Munisamy out-
lined measures that should be

implemented to safeguard the
health of Malaysians.

The council demanded the gov-
ernment protect citizens by lim-
iting their exposure to nicotine-
laced products.

“Limiting nicotine exposu:e in
e-cigarette devices could be
achieved through collaboration
with agencies and ministries, giv-
en the lack of health legislative
tools to curb harm,” he said.

He called on the government to
expedite the tabling of the Con-
trol of Tobacco Products and

council tells govt

Smoking Bill, which includes
comprehensive measures for va-
ping and electronic cigarettes,
prohibiting their use to those un-
der 18 yearsof old.

“The prime minister has given
his commitment that this will be
done in the next parliamentary
sitting in May. We implore that
this timeline be adhered to.”

He said the government,
through the Health Ministry and
agencies, needed to create a com-
prehensive strategy to control
nicotine addiction, which is ex-

pected torise exponentially.

“Education campaigns need to
be strengthened and significant
resources must be devoted to this
move. Equally important is the
widening of cessation services
and the provision of services to
people addicted to nicotine.

He said MCTC had engaged
with' stakeholders, including
Health Minister Dr Zaliha
Mustafa, on April 6 but was dis-
appointed as the government re-
fused toreconsider what he called
a “poorly thought-out move”.

“The minister had stated in the
meeting that she had carried out
the move with a “heavy heart’, but
had todo it due to ‘economic con-
siderations’. People’s lives are in-
valuable and incomparable to
some paltry ringgit, which can be
earned through other mecha-
nisms not designed to harm the
health of Malaysians.” §

He also highlighted the lack of
preparedness of other govern-
ment agencies in collecting the
tax on e-cigarettes and vaping
products.
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partment .ber of such
Reform)

- erson to send
chiatric assessment

hours.

‘Lee said as a suicide a
an emergency, it is essenti
the person be treated immed

lY‘ S e
“It is thers

the height of the pandemic
n the country was under
it. was reported that

FE T

. With L police had received 638
) 3 y nd such ars. stakeho ian HI : ports of suicide between
uous treatment,” he said yester- and police officers, so that they sign targeted suicide prevention and July 2021, an incr
day. are better equipped to manage strategies and policies, he said. 5 Dei'cent from the 2

As of 2018, there were only 410  suicidal individuals. He also urged academicians n n

psychiatrists in the country, with

*

orted in the same period
He also emphasised the impor- and experts in the mental health =%, gg&ﬂ: i o : p e
| ; )

fi
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Children mourn father's death i in puffer ﬂsh tragedy

" By VENESA DEVI

. venesa@thestar.com.my

KLUANG: The hushand of an
83-year-old woman, who died

from puffer fish poisoning last
month, had asked about her

shortly before he himself passed
away, says their daughter.

Ng Chuan Sing @ Kuai Sin,
84, who went into a coma and had

,heenﬁghﬁngfnﬂushfe aﬁer con-
suming the same fish, did not
know that his wife had died.

“My father woke up from an
eight-day coma.

“The first person he asked for
was my mother. We told him she
is resting at home.

“We did not tell him the truth
because we were worried that he
could not take it but we had a

feeling that he knew my mother

had died. He cried,” said the
daughter Ng Ai Lee, 51.
She said after spending more

than 10 days at the Intensive
Cares Unit, Ngwasn'ansfe:redto
the normal ward last Th

“He looked fine and
me like usual.

“He asked “‘about my mother
again and wa still hid the sad

recovery” she recalled the last
meedngwﬁtherfaﬂleronl—‘rlday

died at 6.10am yesterday.

Af Lee said according to the
hospital, his cause of death was
pulmonary embolism, a blood
clot in'an artery that blocks blaod
flow to the lung.

At a press conference held at
the cm.tp]e’s home later, Ai Lee
calledfor justice for her parents.

? ‘the Kluang district
haa!tho ce will speed up investi-
gations into their tragic deaths.

“Those responsible for their

death should be held accuu!mable
under the Malaysian Fisheries
Development Authority Act 1972

- and the Food Act 1983,

“[ also hope the government
will beef é’p?eenforcement and
héipmraisepublicawmmsm

puffer ﬂshpoiscmmg prevent

such incident from happening "

‘again,” she added.
Ng and his wife Lim Siew Guan,

83, consumed the fish they bought
from a trader on March 25,
unknmvinglymautWasmeﬂead-

puffer fish.
The couple hegan experiencing
difficulties and

breathing and shivers.

Several hours later, Lim died of * =¥

food
E:eratory ﬁaﬂm:esanlt]inﬁn

art rate, possibly due m 1oxm

Asked if the family has gotten
an apalogy from the ﬂxi'umnger.
Al Lee answered “ni

ordngwarhnmmlu ca[—.

Fillalhlmll' Al Lee fthlrd from nght) and her siblings paying their
respects to their late father Ng. — THOMAS YONG/The Star .
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Dr Zaliha: ‘Sick” hospital p

By MUGUNTAN VANAR
vmugu@lheﬁtancom.nw

KOTA KINABALU: Among the
12 Health Ministry hospital
development projecis nation-
wide that are delayed, three are
in Sabah.

Health Minister Dr Zaliha
Mustafa said these three “sick”
projects in Sabah were Papar
Hospital, Beaufort Hospital and
the Sikuati health clinic in Kudat.

Based on the latest update, she
said the construction of Papar

- under the

Hi al was delayed by ahout
mfe%n months while Beaufort
Hospital was delayed by 18
months and the Sikuali health
clinic by almost nine months.

She said the &ueeFm]em were
among the 12 “sick” projects
i across the
country.

As for the Papar Hospital
extension, Dr Zaliha said the
RM98.5mil project that began in
2017 was only 62% completed.

“It is a bit behind time. It
should be about 70% completed

by now,” she told reporters
terday . aﬁer visited the |

sons for the del; the Covid-

-19 pandemic, as the project could

not be carried out for ahout three
years.

“But there are also other factors .

and these include contractors

havmg problems getting workers
well as building materials.

"We will continue to manitor

the situation and hold discussions

m_ i
ject site in Papar about 40km
from here,

She said that one of the rea-

with  the Public Works
Department, contractors and
other stakeholders to ensure the
project moves forward,” she
added.

Dr Zaliha said she was hopeful
that various problems related to
mechanical and electrjcal issues
would be resolved by next month
and the project completed by the
end of the year.

She said she hopes the exten-
sion of the Papar Hospital would
be crperatwnal by March next
year.

o get treatment

“The new Papar Hospital build-
ing will be able to benefit more
than 100,000 residents around the
ar'el_ekl1 " she addeg.mg ”

adi Papar
Hospital ﬁ%ﬁxvea the con;r’i:c-
tion of a ward to provide an addi-
tional 84 beds, as well as a paedi-
atric ward, a women’s ward, and
a male ward.

n addiuon, the hospital ‘would
he better equipped with emergen-
cy and trauma services, ima
satellite pharmacy and other
facilities.
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Govt reminded of repercussions

'Adhere- to timeline for tabling Tobacco Bill, says tobacco control group

PETALING JAYA: The timeline
for the tabling of the Control of
Tobacco Products and Smoking
Bill in Parliament must be adhered
to without further excuses now
that the nicotine liquid and gel
have been taken off the Poisons
List, says the Malaysian Council
for Tobacco Control (MCTC).

“The government needs to table
the Control of Tobacco Products
and Smoking Bill as per its original
intent and content as quickly as
possible.

“The Prime Minister has given
his commitment that this will be
done in the next Parliament meet-
ing in May, and we implore that
this timeline be adhered to with-
out further excuses,” it said in a
statement here yesterday.

Within the Bill, it added, were

comprehensive measures for vap-
ing and electronic cigarettes
mdur]mg key measures prohibit-
ing its use by those under 18 years
of age.

MCTC’s statement came in the
wake of a meeting held between
the Health Minister and various

groups following weelks of criti-
cismas against the removal of the
nicotine liuid and gel from the
Poisons List, which was signed off
by Dr Zaliha Mustafa.

During the meeting, Dr Zaliha
was reported as saying that the
sign-off was done with a “heavy
heart”. :

The meeting was also attended
by the Malaysian Pharmacists
Society, National Cancer Society
of M: ia, Malaysian Medical
Association (MMA) as well as

ministry officials.

The removal, which came
hefore the tabling of the Bill, allows
for excise duty for liquids with
nicotine content at 40 sen Xer mil-
lilitre to be imposed from April 1

For the long-term, the MCTC said
the government through the
Health Ministry and other agen-
cies would need to announce a
comprehensive strategy to contain
and control nicotine addiction
which will continue to rise expo-
nentially now with this remaoval.

“Education campaigns need to

be strengthened and significant *

resources devoted to this move. .
“Equally important is the widen-
ing of cessation services and the
provision of services to members
of the public who are addicted to
nicotine, irrespective of whether

they are using conventional ciga-
rettes or e-cigarettes.

“A roadmap and national lev-
el-control plan needs to he
announced post-haste, with ade-
quate funding and implementa-
tion mechanisms to ensure that it
is carried out,” said MCTC.

Deseribing the removal as the
damage is done, it said the impact
of this on the health of all
Malaysians would continue to

“The MCTC is deeply concerned
with the dangerous precedent that
this has set where the health of
Malaysians, especially since chil-
dren and young people have been
put at nsk merely for the idea of
raising revenue.

On Friday, MMA president Dr
Muruga Raj Rajathurai said it

found the ministry’s explanation
on the matter to be unacceptable.

“The government could have
waited -just one or two more
months for the Bill to be tabled
and passed first before proceeding
with the exemption of nicotine
from the Poisons Act.

“Health concerns must come
first above all,” he said.

Describing that therewasnouse
crying over spilt milk now, he said:
“The horse has holted, but the gov-
ernment must be accountable for
this decision and show that it is
committed to the Generational
End Game (GEG) which seeks to
prohibit the sale and use of any
form of smoking material, includ-
ing elecironic cigarettes or vape
products, to individuals born on
Jan 1, 2007, onwards.”




